[image: LogoForNews]                          Ancient Order of Hibernians
             of Hampden Hampshire Counties
             PO Box 6535   Holyoke, MA  01041-6535
          website -   aoh holyoke.com

Next meeting – AOH – Monday, March 4, 7 p.m. at The Wherehouse?
LAOH – Monday, March 4, 6 p.m. at The Wherehouse?

​  In ainm an Athar agus an Mhic agus an Spiorad Naoimh, Amen. 

    The annual raising of the Irish flag (tri-color) will take place in front of the Holyoke City Hall 10 a.m. on Friday, March 1. President Joseph O’Connor will be the master of ceremonies. All members are invited to attend.
     The Hibernian Memorial Mass to honor deceased members of the AOH and the LAOH will be celebrated Sunday, March 10, 8 am. at St. Jerome Church. The Communion Breakfast will be held following Mass at the Wyckoff Country Club, Holyoke, 9 am.  Ticket prices are $25 per person.  Table reservations can be made for tables of 10.  Contact Jay Driscoll 413-537-1573 for tickets. This year's speaker will be Erin E. Duffy Lacy PH.D, an Irish National Dance Champion and Research Fellow at Harvard Medical School.  It is a talk you won't want to miss. James Kelly from the Polish National Credit Union, the recipient of the Christian Charity Award, will be honored at the breakfast.

Dear Bothers, 
    I can't thank everyone enough for all the assistance and generosity that have been given to me and to this organization. Our members are most generous with their time, talent and treasure. If it wasn't for this support, the AOH and LAOH wouldn’t be organizations as great as we are today. Irish night was a success on account of the hard work we do each day and every year. People support our mission because they see our Christian charity in action. Irish Night was a success due to members who sold tickets, bought tickets, helped advertise the event, donated to the raffle, created beautiful baskets, staffed the front door, directed people to their table and coordinated the seating plans. I’d like to offer a special thank you to the Ladies of the LAOH and our AOH gentlemen.
 Thanks,
AOH President Joseph O’Connor
       
      We are growing with new members! Welcome John Lenihan, Wade Allen and John Healy, our newest Hibernians.    Sixty-three members out of 88 are paid for 2024. If you are not sure if you owe for dues contact Peter Hogan @ 413-330-6635 / pjhogan71@gmail.com.  If you are looking for additional information, please use our website aoh holyoke.com 
     Progress on the Parade floats continues. Additional help is needed and a night will be picked for everyone to join to complete the project. Peter Hogan will have more information about parade day at our March 4th meeting.
       The Annual Daley-Halligan Exercise will take place 12 noon, Friday, March 15 at the Hospital Hill Memorial stone on Hospital Hill, off West St in Northampton.  Dominic Daley and James Halligan were wrongly accused in of a murder of a Wilbraham farmer in 1806 and hung. The memorial event is sponsored by the Northampton Daley-Halligan Committee; Northampton Parade Committee, Judge Michael Ryan, and William O’Riordan. Daley-Halligan were exonerated by Gov. Michael Dukakis in 1984. Firefighter and Hibernian John Carlon was instrumental in clearing their name.


In ainm an Athar agus an Mhic agus an Spiorad Naoimh, Amen.   
 Dee Reilly will be performing at the St. Jerome Parish Irish Night on Saturday, March 9, 7-9 pm, 
340 Chestnut St. (Our Lady of Guadalupe Community Center). Tickets are $16 for adults/teens and $7 for children 7-12. Corned beef and cabbage sandwiches and potato balls will be served. To reserve your ticket contact Jenny McGiverin at 250-2093 or John Kelley at 650-0493. Tickets will also be sold at the door.

   A Disco Bingo will be held at Kate’s Kitchen on Wednesday, March 20, 5:30-7:30 pm at the Loreto House Chapel, 5 Hamilton St., Holyoke MA. The price is $25.00 per person and will benefit Providence Ministries. For more information, call 413-533-5909.

 Save the date: Hibernian Picnic August 25 1-5 Hamels Holyoke- more to follow.
 
   Please bring your ideas to increase membership to the next meeting.  

                                                                LAOH Notes

    
   Thank you to everyone who donated to the Sock Drive which took place at Irish Night. We will be delivering the following to Providence Ministries: 94 pairs of women's socks, 279 pairs of men’s socks, 4 pairs of children's socks, 1 pair of slipper socks, 1 scarf, 19 hats, 4 hat & glove sets, 2 pairs of gloves, and 5 toothbrushes. As Hibernians, we all know how important it is to remember those less fortunate people in our community. Thanks also, to Kathy Krisak for taking charge of the collection at Irish Night.

   The annual LAOH Quilt raffle got off to a start at Irish Night thanks to the support of the AOH. We have a long way to go, and appreciate everyone's help. The winning ticket will be drawn on May 11. It would make a wonderful gift for Mother's Day, the next day. Ticket packets will be available at the March meeting, for those who would like to help with this important LAOH fundraiser.

   Welcome to Molly Allen, newest member of the LAOH!

   Please contact Paula Paoli at 413-210-6031, or paulaakpaoli@ gmail.com; or Pat Murphy at 413-532-3121, if you are unsure if your 2024 dues are paid.

   The LAOH will be preparing PB&J sandwiches for Kate's Kitchen on Saturday, March 2, 10 am for delivery on March 3. If you would like to join us, please contact Rosalie Pratt at 413-532-1677. Next dates to serve are April 7, May 5, and June 9.
    
        If you are receiving a printed copy of the newsletter and want it sent by email instead, please contact Paula Paoli at paulaakpaoli@ gmail.com or 413-210-6031 to make the change.  We appreciate those who have changed to email to save our division the cost of printing and postage.

Thank you to the Flanagans,, Callie and Pat, for taking on the roles of St. Brigid and St. Patrick in the parade!
More parade details will be discussed at the meeting.
Upcoming Events: 
Kate’s Kitchen – Sundays, March 3, April 7, May 5 and June 9. The LAOH will be preparing PB&J sandwiches for Kate's Kitchen on Saturday, March 2nd at 10am.  If you would like to join us, please contact Rosalie Pratt at 413.532.1677 for more information.
Irish Flag Raising – The AOH annual tradition raising Irish flag (Tri-color) will be held in front of Holyoke City Hall at 10 am on Friday, March 1.
AOH & LAOH Memorial Mass – In memory of deceased members of the AOH and LAOH Holy Mass will be celebrated, Sunday, March 10, 8 am at St. Jerome Church.
Communion Breakfast – Sunday, March 10, 9 am at the Wyckoff Country Club. This year's speaker will be Erin E. Duffy Lacy PH.D, an Irish National Dance Champion and Research Fellow at Harvard Medical School. Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased through Jay Driscoll at 413-534-0445.
Daley Halligan Memorial Service – Friday, March 15, noon at Hospital Hill, Northampton
Holyoke Saint Patrick’s Parade – Sunday, March 17, 2024
LAOH QUILT DRAWING- MAY 11
Hennessey Hoe-Down – Sunday, August 25 at Hamel’s Pavilion

ICC News       /      The Trinity Pub

   The Trinity Pub at the Irish Cultural Center is open 4 days a week; Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. and now on Friday at 2:30 p.m. Live music includes trad sessions every Wednesday and live music on Friday and Saturday: Baird Souls, March 1; The Blaney Brothers, March 3; Brothers By Law, March 8; Last Night’s Fun, March 9; Cassin Academy of Dance, March 13; Yank Celt Band (sold out), March 16; County Line, March 22; Dee Reilly, March 23; Timberweed, March 29 and Terry Brennan, March 30.  

Irish Cultural Center Book Club   
 Join the Irish Cultural Center Book Club. Enjoy good craic and delve into Irish and Irish-American literature, with guided discussion in a welcoming, relaxed atmosphere. This event is open to all, Patrons and the general public.  The meeting will take place on Thursday, March 14 from 5:30–6:30 pm at the ICC. This month’s selection is “Parish on the Hill” by Mary Curran Doyle.


Remember the AOH in Your Will
 
    Please consider the Order when writing or rewriting your will, and add a paragraph with the lines of   “I leave to the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America (X percent of my estate or a specific dollar amount) for its charitable works.”

    The Healy’s Irish Radio program is on the air every Saturday from 9 a.m – 11 a.m. on WARE Radio, 97.7 FM and 1250 AM. It is also streamed online at classichits977.com and available anytime at healysirishprogram.com.


    In continued memory of Doc Dean and our commitment to Kate’s Kitchen.  Providence Ministries is in need of canned goods. Please bring a can or two to the meeting on Monday night.

And finally ……

    At the February meeting the winner, Eamon Burke, was not at the meeting and could not collect the 50/50 raffle prize.  The $$$$ continues to grow. See you March 4. 
    




To Be Irish Is A Blessing, To Be a Hibernian an Honor.   
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