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Next meetings – AOH– Monday, February 2, 7 p.m. 
			 LAOH – 6 pm 
At The Wherehouse?

In ainm an Athar agus an Mhic agus an Spiorad Naoimh, Amen

This issue is dedicated to Peter Hogan. In honor, all Hibernians are requested to wear 
commemorative armbands distributed at his memorial service at all club events
 this Saint Patrick’s High Holy Days.

(R.I.P. Peter Hogan – 9/1/1953 – 1/9/2026)

Dear brothers,

    As we all have remarked, Peter did so much for the Ancient Order of Hibernians. Peter was the engine of the organization. He was part of most every committee, not taking the limelight, but working behind the scenes, making sure things ran smoothly and were finished on time. Everyone enjoyed working with him. As the Saint Patrick season arrives, Peter would want us to continue with more sprit, and pride in our Celtic heritage.
  Thanks to JD Watson, as he pulled one of the floats out of storage and got it into the Gas & Electric building.  Now the work begins. We are beginning to put a schedule together before the February 2 meeting.
   Along with Pete’s parade work, we have to continue selling his calendars. The club is not in bad shape because Peter kept very meticulous records.  Only 20 more tickets need to be sold. And we need to collect the remaining tickets stubs members have yet to return.  I’m asking for all members that have calendar raffle tickets sold (with money) or unsold, to bring them to our February meeting and to me by February 15 at the latest. Tim O’Shea has said he would help this year and will be the chairman next year. 
   I have asked Jordan Lemieux to be the financial secretary for the club. He accepted as a one-year appointment. Dues were due in November. To date we have 53 out of 98 members paid for 2026. Please send your dues payment to Jordan Lemieux, 17 Argyle Ave., Holyoke MA, 01040. Thank you to both Tim and Jordan for taking on these important tasks.
    In preparation for our upcoming Irish Night, I am asking for your assistance in order to make this year’s event our most successful. I need volunteers on the evening to sell raffle tickets. I will also require members to serve as ushers and to help show our guests to their tables. 
   We are still looking for more prizes to be contributed to our raffle. The ladies already have made 30 baskets with items that they purchased themselves. We are looking for gift certificates for restaurants, lottery tickets for the lottery tree, and wine/beer/spirits. The raffle is one of the largest contributors to the Maurice A. Donahue Scholarship Fund. Please bring any items to the February meeting.
    Tickets for Irish Night will be sold at the February meeting. You know I say this every year, but my ticket sales are slow. We have to work hard to make this evening a great success.

										President AOH Division 1
										Joseph O’Connor

To Be Irish Is A Blessing, To Be a Hibernian an Honor
    The 2026 AOH Irish Night in Holyoke will be held on Saturday, February 28 at The Log Cabin. The night will feature The Keohane and Kenneally Irish -American Band and a corned beef and cabbage dinner with ribs.  Doors will open at 5 pm with dinner served at 6:30 pm. Tickets for the event are $50 per person. For reservations by Feb. 24, call Joe O’Connor at 413-627-7148 or Fran Hennessey at 413-785-5687 or go to Eventbrite.com. There will be valet parking. The LAOH Woman of the Year, Catherine “Kit” Collamore and AOH Man of the Year, Jordan Lemieux will be honored this evening.  The awardees will march in the Holyoke Saint Patrick’s Parade on March 22.
     
    Great thanks to the LAOH and the Ladies Cursillo group from Holy Cross Church in Springfield for making PB&J sandwiches for Kate’s Kitchen in January. Also, thanks to the delivery people, Peggy Reynolds, Rose Pratt, Paul Mengel and Fran Hennessey for braving the storm. The next Kate’s Kitchen date to make sandwiches is March 7. If you want to participate, call Rose Pratt at 413-532-1677.

     JD Watson will be calling for a meeting for the Float Committee after the regular meeting on February 2. Anyone interested is welcome to join. Discussion will surround on how to remember our beloved Peter Hogan.

    In remembrance, please keep Don and Sheila Healy and Family in your prayers. Their daughter, Nora Bridget Healy died suddenly on Saturday January 10 due to injuries sustained in a motor vehicle accident. Her Family will receive friends on Friday January 30 from 3-7pm at the St. Pierre- Phaneuf Funeral Home, 7 Chapin Terrace, Springfield.  The Liturgy of Christian Burial will be celebrated at Sacred Heart Church, 395 Chestnut St., Springfield, on Saturday, January 31, 11:00 a.m.
   
    In celebration of Irish-American Heritage Month on Monday, March 2, 2026, the Irish tri-color flag will be raised at 10:00 am at Holyoke City Hall. All are invited to attend. The U.S. Congress designated March as Irish-American Heritage Month in 1991 to recognize contributions Irish Americans have made to our country.

    The AOH Communion Breakfast will be held on Sunday, March 15, beginning with the celebration of Mass at St. Jerome Church at 8 am. Breakfast at the Wyckoff Country Club in Holyoke will follow. Tickets are $30. Guest speaker will be Ian Delahanty, Associate Professor of History at Springfield College. Sister Betsy Sullivan SSJ will receive the 2026 Christian Charity Award for her leadership. She accepts the award on behalf of all the Sisters of St Joseph, who for 375 years have improved the lives of the people of Hampden-Hampshire Counties and beyond. For tickets, call Joe O’Connor at 413-627-7148 or Fran Hennessey at 413-785-5687.

   On Tuesday, March 17, 10:30 am, the Daley-Halligan Memorial Exercise will be held at Hospital Hill off West St. in Northampton. All are invited. Daley and Halligan were two Irish Immigrants who were executed after being falsely accused and convicted of murder in 1806. Former Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis issued a Proclamation of Exoneration for Daley and Halligan in 1986.
Please keep the Paoli, Hogan, Healy, Kenneally, and Sheehan families in your prayers.

						LAOH News
Dear Sisters,
    January did not begin as we had hoped. We lost a very dear friend from the men’s Ancient Order of Hibernians, Peter Hogan. Peter was not only a member, he was the organization. Peter was instrumental in producing the successful annual fundraiser known as Pete’s Calendars, and was the person everyone turned to with questions. He coordinated the purchase of parade sashes, served as director of the floats, and was also the Financial Secretary for the Men’s Division. He will truly be missed.
    Please keep Peter’s family, and our own sister Paula Paoli, in your thoughts and prayers during this very difficult time. I would like to thank everyone who attended Peter’s wake service for your presence and support.

In ainm an Athar agus an Mhic agus an Spiorad Naoimh, Amen

     I would also like to thank the members who volunteered at the Mater Dolorosa January Spaghetti Supper. The next supper will be Wednesday, February 4. 4:00pm-6:30 p.m. 

      I am extremely proud of the Audit Committee, who met in January to review the books so that we may move forward confidently into 2026. I was also honored that you covered my ticket so I could represent the Ladies Hibernians at the Marshal’s Reception on January 16. Thank you for that vote of confidence.
   Thank you to the 16 sisters who participated in the January 24 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and a special thank you to Rosie Pratt for providing us with the space to make it possible. 
   As I sit here typing on this snowy Sunday morning, I find myself looking forward to attending the Saint Brigid Mass this Thursday evening which will be recorded at Holy Spirit Chapel, Saint Michael's Cathedral in Springfield. This Mass will be aired on Sunday, February 1, 10 am on WWLP channel 22’s, Chalice of Salvation. This opportunity is made possible through the dedication of one of our members, Elizabeth Gaulin.  Elizabeth's commitment to our division is truly remarkable. In addition to making this broadcast possible, she also prepares the tool sheet for each of our monthly meetings, helping us stay informed and focused on the topics to be discussed.
    I am also looking forward to Sunday, February 1st 8:00 am Mass at Saint Jerome's in honor of St. Brigid. 
I am deeply grateful to the ladies of our division who will be providing tea, coffee and Irish soda bread for the community to enjoy following Mass.
    A heartfelt thank you as well for our member Kathleen Krisak and her mother Mrs. Ryan from Springfield, who so kindly and lovingly crafted a beautiful homemade Afghan for the division to raffle.  Many thanks to Rosie Pratt and Patty Clayton for preparing the raffle tickets to be sold. 
    Another member deserving recognition is Peggy Reynolds. Peggy continues to generously create greeting cards for us. This month she has made the Valentine cards for us to fill out and deliver to the Veteran's home here in Holyoke for Valentine's Day.
   Here’s a special shout out to Cheryl Dupont for her passion and dedication to the Irish soda bread fundraiser and for all the work she continues to put into this effort.  Thank you to Nora Driscoll McMahon for the chairing the Golf Tournament. These were the two top fundraisers last year.
     It is through the help and generosity and commitment of all of you that we can accomplish so much together as a division.

Mary K. O’Connor
President of Div 1 Holyoke

UPCOMING EVENTS
Kate’s Kitchen - Sandwich Schedule March 7, April 11, May 23, and June27.  
Contact Rose Pratt if you want to help at 413-532-1677.
St.Brigid’s Mass – Sunday, February 1, 8:00 a.m. at St. Jerome Church. All are invited.
Irish Nite – Saturday, February 28 at the Log Cabin. Tickets are $50 per person
Irish Flag Raising – Monday, March 2, 10:00 a.m. at Holyoke City Hall. Reception to follow.
Communion Breakfast – Sunday, March 15 following the 8:00 a.m. AOH Mass at St..Jerome Church. 
Tickets are $30.
Daly-Halligan Memorial Exercise – Tuesday, March 17, 10:30 am at Hospital Hill, Northampton.
Saint Patrick’s Parade - Sunday, March 22. 



To Be Irish Is A Blessing, To Be a Hibernian an Honor

                                      IRISH CULTURAL CENTER NEWS

The Trinity Pub
   The Trinity Pub is open Wednesday–Saturday with the pub open from 4 – 10 p.m. with dinner served from 5 – 9 p.m. The bar is now open on Sundays from noon to 6 p.m. (drinks only). For reservations and gift certificates call 413-342-4358.

                                                     Remember the AOH in Your Will
 
    Please consider the Order when writing or rewriting your will, and add a paragraph with the lines of   “I leave to the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America (X percent of my estate or a specific dollar amount) for its charitable works.”    


The Healy’s Irish Radio program is on the air every Saturday from 9 a.m – 11 a.m. on WARE Radio, 97.7 FM and 1250 AM. It is also streamed online at classichits977.com and available anytime at healysirishprogram.com.


 In continued remembrance of Doc Dean, non-perishable food items can be brought to the February meeting.  Items requested are meals in cans like Chef Boyardee, instant potatoes, peanut butter, stuffing, elbow macaroni, ziti, and soups. These will be delivered to the Providence Ministries.


Eamon Burke’s name was chosen in the 50/50 raffle. Eamon was not at the meeting and did not receive his fortune. You have to be at the meeting to collect.























In ainm an Athar agus an Mhic agus an Spiorad Naoimh, Amen

image1.jpeg




