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Next meetings – AOH– Monday, March 2, 7 p.m. 
			 LAOH – 6 pm 
At The Wherehouse?

In ainm an Athar agus an Mhic agus an Spiorad Naoimh, Amen

Dear brothers,
 At this time, I would like to thank JD Watson, Ricky Charboneau and David Rex for getting our two floats down to the Gas and Electric garage on Walnut St. There is plenty of work to be done on each. I will be sending out an Email when we will be working on the floats. MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!!!!!!!!!!!!!

     Thank you all who donated to the raffle for Irish night, special thanks to the LAOH who donated and made the beautiful baskets and the raffle    We will be taking orders for the black AOH jackets, 1/4 zip dark green nylon tops and green T-shirts pull overs. 
    New this year, the club is running a Pot O” Gold raffle.  The raffle includes ten $30 scratch tickets plus $30 cash for only $10.  Tickets will be on sale at Irish night and we will have them at the meeting on Monday night.    

          There are several special events celebrating our Irish Heritage and more this month. I hope to see you there.
           Special thanks go to Jim Lawrence. David Popp, and Ryan Allen for assisting the ladies with making their soda breads.  The ladies are selling raffle tickets for a beautiful handmade afghan.

     In remembrance of our dear friend and AOH brother, Peter Hogan, please wear our black armbands to all AOH events.

    										President AOH Division 1
										Joseph O’Connor

Our AOH Hibernian Irish Night in Holyoke 2026 will be held on Saturday February 28 at the Log Cabin. It’s not too late to get tickets. Don’t be left behind. Each year the event is a sellout. The fun will feature the Keohane and Kenneally Irish American Band and a corned beef and cabbage dinner with ribs. Valet parking is available and in addition a giant raffle. Tickets are just $50.00 per person. The event is our major fundraiser for the Maurice A. Donahue Memorial Scholarship. We need your support! Please call Joe O’Connor at 413-627-7148 or go to Eventbrite.com. Ms. Hibernian Catherine “Kit” Collamore and Ms. Hibernian Jordan Lamieux will be honored at the event.

Irish American Heritage month of March flag raising will take place on Monday, March 2 at Holyoke City Hall. Members are requested to attend. It is open to the public. The U.S. Congress in 1991 designated the Month of March as Irish America Heritage Month to recognize the contributions Irish Americans have made to America.

 Our annual Communion Breakfast will be held on Sunday, March 15. Mass will be celebrated at the 8 am Mass at St Jerome Church followed by the breakfast at the Wyckoff Country Club in Holyoke. Guest Speaker will be Ian Delahanty Associate Professor of History at Springfield College. Sister Betsy Sullivan SSJ will receive the Hibernian Christian Charity Award 2026 for her leadership and will accept the award on behalf of the Congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph who for 375 years have improved the lives of the people of Hampden/Hampshire Counties and beyond. For tickets call Joe O’Connor at 414-627-7148 or Fran Hennessey at 413-785-56867.Tickets are $30.00 per person.
To Be Irish Is A Blessing, To Be a Hibernian an Honor

Holyoke city officials will honor the AOH and our award recipients before the City Council meeting Tuesday, March 17, 6:30 pm at City Hall.

The Daley-Halligan Exercise will be held on Tuesday, March 17, 10:30 am at Hospital Hill off West St. in Northampton. Hibernians and public are invited. Daley and Halligan were 2 Irish Immigrants who were executed after being falsely accused and convicted of murder in 1806. Former Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis issued a Proclamation of Exoneration for Daley and Halligan in 1986.

Great thanks to the LAOH and the Ladies Cursillo group from Holy Cross Church in Springfield for making PB&J sandwiches for Kate’s Kitchen in January. Also, thanks to the delivery people, Peggy Reynolds, Rose Pratt, Paul Mengel and Fran Hennessey for braving the storm. The next Kate’s Kitchen date to make sandwiches is March 7. If you want to participate, call Rose Pratt at 413-532-1677.

     JD Watson will be calling for a meeting for the Float Committee after the regular meeting on February 2. Anyone interested is welcome to join. Discussion will surround on how to remember our beloved Peter Hogan.
    
    In celebration of Irish-American Heritage Month on Monday, March 2, 2026, the Irish tri-color flag will be raised at 10:00 am at Holyoke City Hall. All are invited to attend. The U.S. Congress designated March as Irish-American Heritage Month in 1991 to recognize contributions Irish Americans have made to our country.

    A Novena to Saint Patrick will be held at St. Jerome Church beginning Monday, March 9 through Sunday, March 17. Weekday Masses are celebrated at the 12:15 pm.

    The AOH Communion Breakfast will be held on Sunday, March 15, beginning with the celebration of Mass at St. Jerome Church at 8 am. Breakfast at the Wyckoff Country Club in Holyoke will follow. Tickets are $30. Guest speaker will be Ian Delahanty, Associate Professor of History at Springfield College. Sister Betsy Sullivan SSJ will receive the 2026 Christian Charity Award for her leadership. She accepts the award on behalf of all the Sisters of St Joseph, who for 375 years have improved the lives of the people of Hampden-Hampshire Counties and beyond. For tickets, call Joe O’Connor at 413-627-7148 or Fran Hennessey at 413-785-5687.

   On Tuesday, March 17, 10:30 am, the Daley-Halligan Memorial Exercise will be held at Hospital Hill off West St. in Northampton. All are invited. Daley and Halligan were two Irish Immigrants who were executed after being falsely accused and convicted of murder in 1806. Former Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis issued a Proclamation of Exoneration for Daley and Halligan in 1986.

`````````````````````````````````````````````````````LAOH News
Dear Sisters,

Division 2 has had a very active month, truly living our motto of Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity.
Our members generously volunteered and participated in Irish Soda Bread preparation every Saturday throughout the month of February under the guidance of Cheryl Dupont-Jessica Dupont, Kathy Dunn, Kathy Lawrence, Mary Haley, Kit Collamore, Liz Gaulin, Pam Brough, Sue Cannon, Carolyn Brooks, Cindy Murphy, Joanne Beaudry, Kathy Brunellle, Patty Clayton, Deb Smith, Joanne Lusignan, Peggy Reynolds, Rosie Pratt, Jacki Reardon and Cindy Murphy
•	Selling Irish Soda Bread at various churches on the weekend-Geri McCarthy, Barbara Twohig, Carolyn Brooks, Marcia Gobeil. Kay O’Connor, Kathy Lawrence, Eilleen Leahy, Paige Leahy, Marie Zurhide, Peggy Reynolds, Mary Larrow, Pam Brough, Cheryl Dupont, Sue Cannon, Liz Gaulin, Kathy Brunelle,
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Callie Flanagan, Jill Tellier and thanks also to the runners Cheryl Dupont and Kit Collamore who made sure supplies were updated in between masses.
•	Creating, donating and assembling baskets for Irish Night- Ann Kelly, Kim Gaughan, Jessica Dupont, Cheryl Dupont, Kit Collamore, Rosie Pratt, Cindy Murphy, Patty Clayton, Kathy Lawrence, Kathy Brunnelle, Mary Haley, Jacki Readon, Barb Laflamme, Joanne Lusignan, Kay O’Connor, Michelle Liswell, Kathy Silwa, Nora Moreau and Kathy Dunn.
•	The MD Spaghetti Supper-Ann Kelly, Cheryl Dupont, Kit Collamore, Peggy Reynolds, Rosie Pratt, Mary Haley and Deb Smith
•	There was no peanut butter and jelly assembly in Feb, however the committee will be back in full swing       on Friday March 6 at 6pm at Rosie Pratt’s home on Roland St. All are always welcome.
               March will be busy - here are some key dates to remember:
•	March 1- Massachusetts State Meeting at 12:00.@ 19 Temple St, Worcester.
•	March 2- Irish Flag raising at 10:00 am at City Hall with our Irish Soda Bread served post exercise      inside city hall.
•	March 2- March Division meeting at the Wherehouse, at 6pm on the 3rd floor.
•	March 2- See JD Watson if you have an interest in assisting with the float preparation.
•	March 4- Opportunity to volunteer at MD for Spaghetti Supper @ 3:30pm.
•	March 6- Peanut Butter & Jelly assembly @ 6pm at 25 Roland St, Holyoke-Rosie’s number is 
            413-532-1677
•	March 7-1-4pm The LAOH will be selling bread at Flora on Northampton St. If anybody wants to swing by and give Flora some business, I am sure Bridget Bresnahan sure would be happy.
•	March 13-Chicopee St. Patrick’s Committee Irish Night- a few of our member are members there as well- They are also giving us the opportunity to sell both Irish Soda Bread and Afghan Raffle Tickets. For any further information, contact Michelle Liswell or Kathy Silwa.
•	March 14-South Hadley St. Patrick’s Committee is hosting their Irish Night at Mitchell’s Public House @ the old Mels on Pleasant Street, they also have graciously given us the opportunity to sell the Irish soda bread. For more information regarding this event please contact Jacki Readon.
•	March 14-St. Jerome’s Irish Night at OLOG Parish center on Maple St.  Entertainment that evening will be by Dee Riley. They have given us permission to sell breads as well as Afghan chances.  For details, please reach out to myself-Mary K @413-627-7149 or Sue Sullivan, Carol McGrady or Deb Smith.
•	March 15- The Annual Communion Mass @8:00 am at St. Jerome’s Church.
•	March 15- There is a Communion Breakfast at the Wycoff County Club following the Mass. Guest speaker will be Ian Delahanty, Associate Professor of History at Springfield College. Sr. Betsy Sullivan, SSJ will receive the Hibernian Christian Charity Award 2026 for her leadership and will accept the Award on behalf of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph, who for 375 years have improved the lives of the people of Hampden/Hampshire Counties and beyond- For ticket please call Joe O’Connor at 413-627-7148 or Fran Hennessey at 413-883-0729. Tickets are $30.00 per person.
•	March 15-Another opportunity to support Flora on Northampton St.  She is opening her doors and allowing us to sell the bread and providing us an opportunity for our customer to pick up their pre-ordered breads from 1-4 pm.
•	March 15-Singing Priest Concert at St. Jeromes’s Church @ 3pm -Free admission, there will be a donation bucket available.
•	March 16-20th-Irish Flags placements at the 4 local cemeteries will hopefully take place as it does annually, if we can get some of the snow melted. Dates times and location to be determined, email will be sent out to all as the dates get closer.
•	March 17-The Annual Daley and Halligan memorial will take place in Northampton MA at 10:30 am for more details reach out to State President Noranne Duquette @ 413-210-3830.
•	
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March 17-The Holyoke City Council will be honoring the year LAOH Woman of the Year, and the AOH Man of the Year in the City Council Chambers located within City Hall the evening just prior to the start of their meeting at approx. 7 pm.
•	March 20-21- The plan is to assist the Road Race Committee with the passing out of runner bibs -usually about 4pm -7pm on Friday and in the am 9-11am on Saturday prior to the road race at 1pm.  More details to follow once they become available.
•	And the moment we have been waiting for - the 73rd Annual St. Patrick’s Day parade will take place on Sunday March 22,2026. It kicks off at the K-Mart Plaza.  Details will be sent out regarding all the particulars as they become available.

We would also like to recognize one of our own, Paige Leahy, who represented us beautifully in the Grand Colleen contest. While she did not take home the overall title, she will always be our Grand Colleen this year. We are so proud of her grace and the way she represented Division 2.
On Feb 28 we celebrated with Kit Collamore as this year's Lady Ancient Order of Hibernian- Let the Shenanigans begin.
 Also the Irish flag raising ceremony in front of City Hall is set for Monday March 2nd at 10:00 AM and afterwards all will be welcome to have a cup of tea or coffee and some Irish Soda Bread, as we proudly kick off the month of March together.
Thank you to all who gave of their time and talents. Your dedication keeps our division strong, visible, and thriving within our community.
I can’t wait to move forward into March with all of you. We have many exciting plans — stay tuned!
In Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity,
All the best
Mary K. O’Connor
President of Div 2, Holyoke

UPCOMING EVENTS
Kate’s Kitchen - Sandwich Schedule March 7, April 11, May 23, and June27.  
Contact Rose Pratt if you want to help at 413-532-1677.
Irish Night – Saturday, February 28 at the Log Cabin. Tickets are $50 per person
Irish Flag Raising – Monday, March 2, 10:00 a.m. at Holyoke City Hall. Reception to follow.
Communion Breakfast – Sunday, March 15 following the 8:00 a.m. AOH Mass at St. Jerome Church. 
Tickets are $30.
City of Holyoke honors AOH & LAOH – The Holyoke City Council will recognize the 2026 AOH, LAOH and Christian Charity Award recipients in the Council Chambers on Tuesday, March 17, 6:30 pm.
Daly-Halligan Memorial Exercise – Tuesday, March 17, 10:30 am at Hospital Hill, Northampton.
Saint Patrick’s Parade - Sunday, March 22. 

				IRISH CULTURAL CENTER NEWS

The Trinity Pub
   The Trinity Pub is open Wednesday–Saturday with the pub open from 4 – 10 p.m. with dinner served from 5 – 9 p.m. The bar is now open on Sundays from noon to 6 p.m. (drinks only). For reservations and gift certificates call 413-342-4358.
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                                                     Remember the AOH in Your Will
  Please consider the Order when writing or rewriting your will, and add a paragraph with the lines of   “I leave to the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America (X percent of my estate or a specific dollar amount) for its charitable works.”    

The Healy’s Irish Radio program is on the air every Saturday from 9 a.m – 11 a.m. on WARE Radio, 97.7 FM and 1250 AM. It is also streamed online at classichits977.com and available anytime at healysirishprogram.com.

In continued remembrance of Doc Dean, non-perishable food items can be brought to the February meeting.  Items requested are meals in cans like Chef Boyardee, instant potatoes, peanut butter, stuffing, elbow macaroni, ziti, and soups. These will be delivered to the Providence Ministries.


Eamon Burke’s name was chosen in the 50/50 raffle. Eamon was not at the meeting and did not receive his fortune. You have to be at the meeting to collect.
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