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Ancient Order of Hibernians bestow
annual Irish Cultural Awards

‘The presidents of the Ancient Order
of Hibernians (Joc O'Connor) and
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians
(Mary O'Connor) have announced
the recipients of the Hibernian Iish
Culural Awards for 2026.

“The highest award given s the Chii
tan Charity Award, and this year's
recipients Sister Betsy Sullivan, who's
being honored for her leadership with
the Sisters ofSt.Joseph of Springfield
She will accept the award on behlf of
the Sisters of St Joseph who, for more
than 375 years, have sought t improve
thelives of the people of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties and beyond. The
award will be ofcialy presented at the
Hibernians annual Communion Break-

Sisters o t. Joseph congregation. She|
originally from the Hungry Hill neigh-
borhood in'Springfield, and both her
parents come from County Kerry. Ater

wduating from Cathedral High School  Mr. Hibernian Jordan Lamieux, Ladies President Mary O'Connar,Christian
111962, she entered the Sisers ‘Charity Award winnor Sister Batsy Sullivan 5),Hibornian President Joo
Joseph and has given 63years of service ~ O'Connor,and Ms. ibernian Catherine Collamoro. o cour

SEE AWARDS, PAGEC3 o0

Republican, €2

200 YEARS OLD. BRAND NEW EVERY DAY.

Awards

CONTINUES FROM PAGE C1

10 the community[as an educator, social work-
ex, health care provider, health administrator,
assisting the Sisters of Providence, and patient
advocate. Sullivan's sister, Eileen joined the
Sisters of St. Joseph in 1967.
Past recipients of this prestigious award
have included: Barbara Bernard, Sr. Kathleen
Keating of the Sisters of St. Josepl
Mark Mengel, Monsignor David Joye
Lamagdeleine, Jim Kelly, Owen Donohue,
Karen Blanchard, and Sister Margaret Mc

‘The Man of The Year Award, or “Mr. Hi-
bernian” 2026, will go to Hibernian Jorda
Lemleux. The award s given to a member
whotruly lives by the Hibernians motto of
“friendship, unity and true Christian charit
‘The award will be officially presented at the
Hibernian Irish Night in Holyoke at the Log
Cabin on Feb. 28,

Born in Holyoke’s Elmwood section,
Lemieux was raised in the city and attend-
ed Holyoke Community College, where he
carned a degree in business administration
and management. He served the Air Force
National Guard from 1976 to 1989, He was a
32-year veteran of the Holyoke Fire Depart-
ment before retiring in 2014.

According to  report from Western Mass
News on Sept. 9, 2022, Lemieux was among
those who rushed to help at Ground Zero
along with a crew from Western Massachu-
setts following the events of Sept. 11, 2001

‘The Woman of the Year Award, or “Ms,
Hibernian” 2026, will go to Catherine Kit
Collamore of Holyoke.

Collamore i the financial secretary for the
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians Divi-
sion 2. She has been active with the ladi
group and spearheaded the annual chi
Christmas party. She also assists with the
scholarship efforts of the Hibernians and
with Kate's Kitchen. She is the mother of two.
children and a proud grandmother.





