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The Hibernians of Hampden/Hampshire Counties Announce 2026 Food Drive

The Hibernians along with their partner the Polish National Credit Union will conduct their Annual Food Drive from September1-December 1. Drop-off locations are: Rush Insurance [Bresnahan Insurance] 100 Whiting Farms Rd. Holyoke, Mass. Rush Insurance 270 Westfield Rd. Holyoke, Mass. [ formerly PNCU Insurance].

According to Francis X. Hennessey, Hibernian Public Relations Chairman “The Hibernians were chartered in Holyoke in 1880 and continue to be ‘A Voice for Ireland’ and often assist the local community. Since 1980 the organization has provided scholarships to the next generation. The Hibernians are a National Organization with Divisions in all States in the USA.”

The Food Bank of Western Mass. estimates that 61,000 are food insecure in Western Mass. Providence Ministries needs food supplies as the winter months approaches. People are asked to drop-off food at one of the above locations: Chef Boyardee, pasta, mac and cheese, tuna, soup, baked beans, rice, and cereal. 

The President of the local Hibernians Joe O’Connor recently received a letter from the National President of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Sean Pender praising the good works of the local Hibernians for addressing the issue of Hunger in Holyoke, and awarded the Division a Grant of $500- to be used to combat Hunger. The local Division was recognized as I of the top 20 Divisions out of 250 Divisions in the country that applied according to O’Connor. 

Every six weeks the Ladies Order of Hibernians and the Holy Cross Cursillo Group of Springfield make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for Kate’s Kitchen. “It’s compassion turned into action,” said Hibernian President Joe O’Connor.

Anyone interested in supporting the sandwich program call Rose Pratt at 413-532-1677 or contact Fran Hennessey for questions regarding the food drop-off program.
