Press Release October 30, 2025- For Immediate Release!
Re: Margaret’s Pantry Call for Assistance
From: Ancient Order of Hibernians/Ladies Order of Hampden/Hampshire Counties

As of November 1, 2025 many of our neighbors will be at risk, some of whom have been food insecure and will no longer receive food from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). The Western Mass Food Bank calls it a “Human-Made Disaster.”

Alarming, in Holyoke alone, 16,000 people depend on SNAP which includes children and elders. People are confronted with limited income, the high cost of living, inflation, unemployment, and soaring health care costs.
Unfortunately, The Federal Govt. safety net is going away for needy families of Western Mass.
Fellow Hibernian and Polish National Credit Union CEO James Kelly, has graciously extended the present Hibernian Food Drive for Margaret’s Pantry until March 2, 2026. One can go to the PNCU 270 Westfield Rd. in Holyoke to donate: meals in a can, like chef Boyardee, instant potatoes, peanut butter, stuffing, elbow macaroni, ziti, and soups. If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make checks out to Margaret’s Pantry c/o Brenda Lamagdeleine, Manager, 56 Cabot St Holyoke, Mass. 01040.
Kate’s Kitchen of Providence Ministries feeds one hot meal a day 365 days a year and often feeds 240 people on a given day.

The Leadership of the Hibernians request that all members and Citizens contribute in some way to assist our neighbors by supporting Margaret’s Pantry!
Sincerely, Joe O’Connor-AOH President, Mary Kate O’Connor-LAOH President, Francis X. Hennessey-Hibernian Public Relations Chairman, 413-785-5687
